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Year 6 Assessments 
The assessments take 2 forms - tests and teacher assessments

● SPAG test - Spelling, punctuation and grammar
● 3 maths tests - 1 arithmetic and 2 reasoning (problem 

solving)
● Reading comprehension test
● Writing is assessed through teacher assessment throughout 

the year



Dates:
Monday 8th May - now bank holiday!

Tuesday 9th May - SPAG

Wednesday 10th May - English Reading paper

Thursday 11th May - Maths papers 1 and 2

Friday 12th May - Maths paper 3



Timings of tests
SPAG - grammar and punctuation 45 minutes and spelling (20 
spellings)

Reading - 60 minutes

Maths Arithmetic - 30 minutes

Maths Reasoning - 40 minutes each



Extra Time
Some children may qualify for extra time during the SATs.

If we think a child would benefit from extra time, we will 
apply for it - however there are certain criteria that must 
be met.

Children who don’t necessarily qualify for extra time may 
complete their tests in a smaller room and be given a break 
- they will be kept under test conditions. 



SPAG
The SPaG paper is made up of a 45 
minute punctuation and grammar 
paper and a separate spelling 
paper.

Paper 1 covers a range of 
punctuation and grammar features 
taught throughout key stage 2.

Paper 2 is a spelling test of 20 
questions. The word will be read 
out by itself, then within a 
sentence for context.



Examples - SPAG



A lot of the questions in the SPaG 
paper are multiple choice or 
matching questions. 

There are some which require 
writing a sentence using 
punctuation or grammar terms or to 
provide an explanation of specific 
terms.

There are 50 questions in paper 1 
totalling 50 marks.



This is an example of what 
the spelling paper looks 
like. The teacher 
administering the spelling 
test will then read out each 
word, followed by the word in 
a sentence, one by one.



Reading
The reading paper is split into 3 
sections. Each section is focused on a 
specific text and could be fiction, 
non-fiction or poetry. There doesn’t need 
to be an example of each within the paper 
e.g. the paper could have a non-fiction 
text, fiction and another fiction text.

The paper is made up of a range of 1, 2 or 
3 mark questions to explore the children's 
understanding of a range of comprehension 
skills including understanding vocabulary, 
summarising skills or inference skills.

The questions asked get gradually more 
complex as the children work through it. 
The paper is out of 50.



Examples - 
Reading

The amount of marks the question is 
worth varies and is an indicator of 
the skills needed e.g. this question 
is a simple retrieval question and is 
worth 1 mark.



Some questions ask children 
to find a copy one word or 
phrase from the text to show 
their understanding.

Other questions ask for 
children to explain what 
impressions they get using 
evidence from the text.



Maths -arithmetic 
The arithmetic assessment lasts for 30 
minutes and focuses on KS2 arithmetic 
skills. 

There are 36 questions and 40 marks 
available. 

Topics covered:

● Column addition and subtraction
● Fractions, decimals and percentages 

(four operations)
● Long division (2 marks)
● Long multiplication (2 marks)
● Order of operations.

Long division and multiplication 
are worth two marks. If they answer 
the question incorrectly, they may 
get one mark (they are only allowed 
to make one arithmetic error).

The arithmetic test is where the 
children will pick up a lot of 
marks. We have a focus on this 
every week on a Friday.



Maths -Reasoning
The children have two reasoning tests both 
are 40 minutes long and focus on how the 
children can apply their KS2 knowledge in 
different contexts.

There are 20-25 questions (sometimes more) 
per booklet and both tests are out of 35 
marks. 

Some topics covered:

● Measurement
● Four operations (+, -, X and divide)
● Single and multi-step word problems.
● Properties of shape
● Position and direction
● Statistics

The amount of marks per question 
vary (depending on the difficulty/ 
amount of steps per question) from 
1 mark to 3 marks.



Writing 
The children do not have a test for their 
writing assessment as this is done through 
teacher assessment. 

Throughout the year, the children’s 
independent writing/ work is assessed on a 
government framework. 

At the end of the year (July), the data is 
submitted to the local authority. 

The children must meet all the criteria to 
gain the standard. 

Writing assessment:

PKS - Pre Key Stage (not working within year)

WTS - Working Towards 

EXS - Expected Standard

GDS - Greater Depth

KS2 Writing framework

Every year, 25% of 
schools are moderated 
by the local authority 
to check the accuracy 
of the teacher 
assessments.  



what ‘Working Towards’ (WTS) looks like

For the children to achieve ‘Expected 
Standard’, they must meet all the 
requirements from ‘Working Towards and 
Expected Standard’.

The criteria must be met across 
a range of pieces and genres. 



what ‘expected standard’ (EXS) looks like

For the children to achieve ‘Expected Standard’, 
they must meet all the requirements from 
‘Working Towards and Expected Standard’.

The criteria must be met across 
a range of pieces and genres. 



what ‘Greater Depth’ (GD) looks like

For the children to achieve ‘Greater 
Depth’, they must meet all the 
requirements from ‘Working Towards, 
Expected Standard and Greater Depth’.

The criteria must be met across 
a range of pieces and genres. 



SATs Breakfast! 
Every morning of the SATs (Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday), the 
children will be invited for a SATs 
breakfast served by the school staff!



Reporting to parents
Alongside receiving your child’s written report from the 
teacher at the end of the year you will also receive a 
printout of your child’s SATs results.

Writing:

PKS - Pre Key Stage 
(not working within year)

WTS - Working Towards 

EXS - Expected 
Standard

GDS - Greater Depth

Scaled Scores

For each subject, each one of the 
paper scores (raw score) will be 
added together to a final score. 

The raw score is converted into a 
scaled score.

Scaled score 100+ = expected 
standard.

Scaled score 110+ = Greater Depth

Example:

Arithmetic - 32/40

Reasoning 1 - 16/35

Reasoning 2 - 18/35

Total: 68 marks (raw 
score)

68 marks = 101 scaled 
score





Any questions?


